DECANTER January 2006

Page 1/1

A VERY BORDEAUX

CHRISITMAS,

* Médac crus classes 1998: classic claret
and bargain buys X Best value crus bourgeois
Mouthwatering'Sauternes & Barsac

iy i

NORM ROBY - WHITES

attention span) of the grandchiidren

largely determing owr Christmas Day
bctivities. We do reserve the two days before
Christmas for getting together and sharing
line wines in the Maga Valley with cur two
clasest friends. Then it is off bo do the family
rounds, literally spreading cheer as | make
SUE everyone, especially every new parent, is
well supplied with good wine o gef them
hapgily terough the haliday Testivities.

Even at Chrisimas, Califorsians siill preder

& glass of chilled, nosredgy while wine as an
spéiritil. Typically bhe apérififs carry over inlo
the first course. For these reasons, Pinot Gris,
Vieqnier and lighily caked Chardonnay will be
well represented this year. The 2004 Viognier

0 VER RECEMT YEARS, the svailability jand

FESTIVE

BUYS

_—

fram Clay Station, Lodi, (195 WSs) easily meets
all requirements, and its ripe peach frud and
creamy, rousd bexlure make this ideal for 2 large
group. The same applies bo the 2003 Pinot Gris,
Paul Blanck, Patergarten, Alsace (EILAL; k), a
Iyvedy wine, wilh exceliest spice and & silcy
Rexfure. The lighber but crisper 2003 Columbla
Winery™s Pinot Gris (01 I 1 &5 &8 XT0) from
Washinglon is ancther favourite.

Treditionally both turkey asd baked has, 3
daunting wine-chalienging comination, ane
presented as the main courss, sa we will be
logking Bo highty versatiie Chardennays,
Havour-enbancing Sawvignen Blancs
and lull-bodied Alsatian Riesfings,

Acacig’s 2003 Camaros Chardsnniy
(L IR +1 THT 226 999%) with plenty of
crisp appde frult and creamy
lexture, and Hartford's 2004
Sonoma Coast Chardonnay (NN DI
+ 10T 887 1756) with apple iruit and
minéral notes are Chardonnays

that work well with either dish,
Cragqy Range's 2003 Beauliully
crafted Gimblett Gravels
Chardonnay [E15.4T; FEID olfers rich,

racy Mavours and subrle oak that will bring aul
the best in the fobd. Adng Sawvignans Ehai
will rise to the challenge ane the juicy melon-
and citrus-lagen 2004 Serlng Vineyards
(LIS Lsm) and the fascinating 2004 Chimney
Rock Hapa Valley Fame Blanc (F1255 (2000:
Melp, wiich combings fragrances of a New
fealand wine wilh Caldornis's ripe llavours.
However, if only one white [s bo be served

thits vear, Pt Aleatian Riesling may be the
mest wersatile of all, With its perfemed and
exobic Maveart, the 1999 Rissling from
Darmsines Schlumberges, Grand Cru
Kabedle CERLHS: MDY has now
rounded inbo perfect shape. For a
imalier, mare intimate Chrictmas
lunch, there is nolking finer than
the 2002 2ind-Humbrecht
Rirsling, Clos 58-Urban, Ranges

de Thann (BI3US: Bm) which is so

compact and compler that

it changes and delights

wilh each sp.




